Blanchland Moor 10/06/2009

After a few cancellations 6 of us met up at Stocksfield station to head around the Derwent reservoir and up over Blanchland moor. After setting off we had a bit of drizzle rain but soon got warmed up as we headed up toward Minsteracres via the fords, Hindley and along the Slaley road. 
The ride up through Minsteracres was lovely with the giant redwoods and rhododendrons all out. After a nice decent down to the Derwent reservoir we headed along to Blanchland and up onto the moor. The track was wet in places but a lot of repair work has been undertaken recently which made the riding fairly brisk. 
Everybody enjoyed the downhill especially the ex downhill GB member who left us all standing at this point. After the fast descent on tarmac past Ladycross quarry we headed back along the minor roads to Stocksfield and back to the start. 
Well done to Phil and Anthony on their first ride out, we will hopefully see you both again. The route was 25 miles and with the odd stop was covered in 2.5 hours.

