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Monday 29 June 2009

Press Release
Young cyclists win big with Velvet 
Five lucky winners are celebrating after scooping some fantastic prizes by taking part in the Velvet Junior Bike Race 2009 and raising over £300 for charity. 
The winners entered a prize draw as part of the charity bike ride, which was sponsored by Velvet and hosted by SCA Hygiene Products UK in Prudhoe, makers of the popular brand of toilet tissue. 
Velvet is pleased to announce the winners and prizes are: 
· Robyn Franklin, aged six, from Stocksfield, won a girls Dakar 624 Merida mountain bike, which was donated by Velvet
· Ben Pentland, aged six, from Ryton, won the boys Dakar 624 Merida mountain bike, which was donated by Activ Cycles in Corbridge
· Emily Ward, aged nine, from Stocksfield, won the Angling Taster Day donated by Northumbrian Water Limited 
· Dan Southern, aged four, from Hexham won a ‘Grow your own Vegetable Garden Kit’, donated by Velvet toilet tissue
· James Franklin, aged four, from Stocksfield, won a ‘Grow your own Salad Garden Kit’, also donated by Velvet.

Robyn said: “I’m really pleased I’ve won a new bike, I can’t wait to go for a ride on it with my friends. I enjoyed taking part in the Velvet Junior Bike Race and will definitely do it again next year.” 

The money raised from the event went to The Penguin Fund at Newcastle Freeman Hospital’s Paediatric Intensive Care Unit (PICU). The fund was created after local girl, three-year-old Martha Andersen, from Edmundbyers, received life saving treatment at the unit.

Tony Richards, factory and site manager at SCA Prudhoe Mill, said: “My congratulations go to the winners! We hope they get lots of pleasure from their prizes. The race is a great event to host and tremendous fun for everyone involved.” 

Mark Nye of Activ Cycles in Corbridge, who donated one of the mountain bike prizes, said: “We wanted to donate a bike to support the Velvet Junior Bike Race and help to raise money for such an important local charity. 
“The event is fantastic for promoting cycling in the area and brings a lot of people into this beautiful part of Northumberland. We’re keen to support events which encourage cycling. It’s a great form of exercise and a fun activity for people of all ages and abilities.”
The race was the second event hosted by SCA Hygiene Products in Prudhoe, in partnership with the Tyne Valley Cycling Club (TVCC) and Northumbrian Water. 
To find out more about SCA and Velvet’s community activities go to www.velvetbabymd.com.  To make a donation to the PICU the Penguin Fund log onto www.picuthepenguin.co.uk.  

To find out more about amateur and professional cycling in Tynedale, visit the Tyne Valley Cycling Club at: www.tynevalleycycling.co.uk or contact Mike Hodgson, chair of the TVCC, Tel: 07843312584.
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Media contacts: Anna Graham or Amy Davison at Bradley O’Mahoney Public Relations, 56 Jesmond Road West, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE2 4PQ.  Tel: 0191 281 8833
Email: annagraham@bradleyomahoney.co.uk / amydavison@bradleyomahoney.co.uk
Picture Caption: (Left to Right) Velvet Junior Bike Race prize draw winners Robyn Franklin and Ben Pentland with Mark Nye, proprietor of Activ Cycles and Peter Scott, SCA Hygiene project engineer and secretary of the Tyne Valley Cycling Club.    
Notes to editors: SCA Tissue Europe is the leading supplier of tissue in Europe. Headquartered in Munich, Germany, our group's product range includes toilet paper, hand and kitchen towels, napkins and handkerchiefs. Our products can be found almost everywhere - in most homes, hotels, restaurants, industrial and commercial workplaces as well as public institutions. SCA Tissue Europe’s customers span from large international retail chains to industry, services and trade.

Amongst our well-known brands are Tork, Tempo, Zewa, Velvet and Edet and a wide supply of retail brands positioned well in the European home markets.  As a business group within the Swedish SCA Group, SCA Tissue Europe employs approximately 8,600 people and generated a turnover of approximately 2.7 billion euros in 2008. Further information: www.scatissueeurope.com and www.sca-tork.com.
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