Wednesday 1/7/09
After meeting at Warden on a warm and humid evening, 7 of us set off following the road up to Fourstones, Newbrough and up to the top of Grindon Hill where the thunder and lightning started to roll around the hills.  We then set off down into Haydon Bridge for a nice descent before the rain started.  
From there we followed the road up past Langley Castle and turned off to join the B6305 up past the chimney and onto Stublick hill.  A nice bridleway followed taking us to Elrington where we rejoined the road to head back in to Hexham. Around half way down into Hexham we turned off left to follow some further bridleways around the side of the town taking us to the Golf course and over the railway line to pick up the route and back along the river to Warden. 
The last path had suffered from the recent storms with a lot of the surface being washed away making for some interesting riding in wet conditions.  Despite the latter half of the ride being undertaken in some heavy rain with the warm temperatures it made it reasonably enjoyable.  The pint in the pub helped quench the thirst and gave me a chance to dry out a little. The route was around 21 miles.
